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Important Reminders for EPS-binar Participants

1. Mute Your Microphone:
➢ Keep your microphone muted when not speaking to avoid background noise and distractions.

2. Use the MSTeams Chat Feature:
➢ Utilise the chat function to ask questions or make comments without interrupting the

presenter.
3. Be an Active Participant:

➢ Engage with the content by asking questions, participating in polls and contributing to
discussions.

4. Take Notes:
➢ Take some notes to help retain the information, but don't feel pressured to write down

everything.
5. Stay Until the End:

➢ Please stay until the end of the session to get the full benefit of the content and discussions.
6. Minimize Distractions:

➢ Find a quiet space and minimize distractions to focus fully on the webinar.



Important Reminders for EPS-binar Participants

7. Enjoy and Engage:
➢ Make the most tasks and opportunities presented. Your active participation will enrich your

learning experience.

8. Content Relevance:
➢ This webinar session is designed to cater to the majority of participants who are Brunei Malay

and some who are teaching subjects such as Bahasa Melayu (Malay Language), Sastera
(Malay Literature), Pengetahuan Ugama Islam (Islamic Religious Knowledge), and Melayu
Islam Beraja (MIB - Malay Islamic Monarchy). We aim to provide content and examples that
are culturally relevant and beneficial to your teaching practice.

9. Specific Focus:
➢ This webinar is tailored exclusively for participants seeking a comprehensive understanding of

the expectations for Band 5 in rubric C1.3b.
➢ The trainer aims to deliver focused, high-value content without wasting anyone's time.
➢ If you are already familiar with these expectations, your attendance may not be necessary.



DIALOGIC TEACHING
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how do teachers question students?
bagaimana guru menyoal pelajar?

what questions do teachers ask?
apakah jenis soalan yang diajukan oleh guru?

how do teachers respond to students’ answers?
bagaimana guru merespons terhadap jawapan pelajar?

how do teachers engage the whole class?
bagaimana guru melibatkan pelajar secara menyeluruh?

C1.3a

C1.3b

C1.3c

C1.3d



Today’s PD Agenda
Recital of Surah Al Fatihah

State PD objectives

Starter Activity (10mins)

PD Objective 1 (20mins)

PD Objective 2 (20mins)

PD Objective 3 (20 mins)

Plenary (10mins)

QA and Feedback 

2.10pm

3.20 – 3.30pm

3.10 – 3.20pm



or simply browse 
https://bit.ly/EPS_Attendance

EPS ATTENDANCE FORM

C1.3b
Dialogic Teaching: 
What questions 
do teachers ask?

Cikgu Hjh Nor Irniwati Hj Ismail



PD OBJECTIVES

To ask and differentiate Testing, Focusing and 
Genuine Enquiry Questions

To Train Teachers How to Create Genuine Enquiry 
Questions that encourage students to Exemplify, 
Compare, Conjecture and Generalise.

C 1.3b
To Train Teachers How to Ask Open Questions.





Starter Activity
WHY do teachers ask questions during lessons?

https://bit.ly/irni_askquestions



WHY  do you ask questions during lessons?

Promote 
dialogue. 

To assess what they 
understand and 

are thinking.

Encourage students 
to think and discuss 

their ideas.Encourage 
students to talk.

To help scaffold 
learning



Guiding 

Questions

Unsatisfactory

1

Satisfactory

2

Good

3

Very Good

4

Excellent

5

Teaching 

content 

dialogically: 

what 

questions 

do teachers 

ask? 

Teachers 

predominantly 

ask closed

testing 

questions. They 

often ask 

ineffective 

questions, such 

as leading, 

rhetorical or 

guess-what’s-in 

my-mind 

questions. 

Answers are 

mostly short 

utterances. 

Teachers ask 

closed and open 

testing questions 

as well as 

focusing 

questions. They 

infrequently ask 

ineffective 

questions. 

Students’ 

answers are 

sometimes short 

utterances and 

sometimes 

sentences. 

Teachers ask a 

range of 

questions, 

including testing, 

focusing 

questions and 

genuine enquiry 

questions. Their 

questions 

encourage 

students to give 

answers that are 

more than short 

utterances. 

Teachers ask 

testing and 

focusing 

questions but 

predominantly 

genuine-enquiry 

questions. Their 

questions 

encourage 

students to 

discuss their 

ideas. 

Teachers use 

statements and 

ask a range of 

predominantly 

genuine-enquiry 

questions that 

encourage 

students to 

exemplify, 

compare, 

conjecture and 

generalise. 

Please refer to BTS-TPA 2.0 Part C Focus Area 1.3b

Promote Learning through a Questioning and Reflective Attitude 



Focus 

Area

Guiding 

Questions

Unsatisfactory

1

Satisfactory

2

Good

3

Very Good

4

Excellent

5

C1.3b 

Promote 

Learning 

through a 

Questioning

and 

Reflective 

Attitude 

Teaching 

content 

dialogically: 

what 

questions 

do 

teachers 

ask? 

Teachers 

predominantly 

ask closed

testing 

questions. 

They often ask 

ineffective 

questions, such 

as leading, 

rhetorical or 

guess-what’s-

in my-mind 

questions. 

Answers are 

mostly short 

utterances. 

Teachers ask 

closed and 

open testing 

questions as 

well as 

focusing 

questions.

They 

infrequently ask 

ineffective 

questions. 

Students’ 

answers are 

sometimes 

short utterances 

and sometimes 

sentences. 

Teachers ask a 

range of 

questions, 

including 

testing, 

focusing 

questions and 

genuine 

enquiry 

questions. 

Their questions 

encourage 

students to give 

answers that 

are more than 

short 

utterances. 

Teachers ask 

testing and 

focusing 

questions but 

predominantly 

genuine-

enquiry 

questions. 

Their questions 

encourage 

students to 

discuss their 

ideas. 

Teachers use 

statements and 

ask a range of 

predominantly 

genuine-enquiry 

questions that 

encourage 

students to 

exemplify, 

compare, 

conjecture and 

generalise. 

Please refer to BTS-TPA 2.0 Part C1.3b

PD    Objective 1 – To introduce Dialogic Teaching



PD  Objective 1

To Train Teachers How 
to Ask Open Questions.



PD  Objective 1
To Train Teachers How 
to Ask Open Questions.

What are open questions?
How is it different from closed 
questions?



Guiding 

Questions

Unsatisfactory

1

Satisfactory

2

Good

3

Very Good

4

Excellent

5

Teaching 

content 

dialogically: 

what 

questions 

do teachers 

ask? 

Teachers 

predominantly 

ask closed

testing 

questions. They 

often ask 

ineffective 

questions, such 

as leading, 

rhetorical or 

guess-what’s-in 

my-mind 

questions. 

Answers are 

mostly short 

utterances. 

Teachers ask 

closed and 

open testing 

questions as well 

as focusing 

questions. They 

infrequently ask 

ineffective 

questions. 

Students’ 

answers are 

sometimes short 

utterances and 

sometimes 

sentences. 

Teachers ask a 

range of 

questions, 

including testing, 

focusing 

questions and 

genuine enquiry 

questions. Their 

questions 

encourage 

students to give 

answers that are 

more than short 

utterances. 

Teachers ask 

testing and 

focusing 

questions but 

predominantly 

genuine-enquiry 

questions. Their 

questions 

encourage 

students to 

discuss their 

ideas. 

Teachers use 

statements and 

ask a range of 

predominantly 

genuine-enquiry 

questions that 

encourage 

students to 

exemplify, 

compare, 

conjecture and 

generalise. 

Please refer to BTS-TPA 2.0 Part C Focus Area 1.3b

Promote Learning through a Questioning and Reflective Attitude 







Activity 1: Rephrasing Closed Questions

QUESTION 1

Do you like the colour blue?



What is your favourite
colour and why?

Explain how your 
favourite colour

influence your daily life 
activities.

What do you think will 

happen if you mix 

yellow to your 
favourite colour?

What does your 
favorite colour say 

about you?

Give some examples of 
your personal items which 

are of your favourite
colour.



Activity 1: Rephrasing Closed Questions

QUESTION 2

Is pizza your favourite food?



Activity 1: Rephrasing Closed Questions

QUESTION 3

Do you like rock music?



Activity 1: Rephrasing Closed Questions

QUESTION 4

Do you love your parents?



PD  Objective 2

To ask and differentiate 
Testing, Focusing and 

Genuine Enquiry Questions



Guiding 

Questions

Unsatisfactory

1

Satisfactory

2

Good

3

Very Good

4

Excellent

5

Teaching 

content 

dialogically: 

what 

questions 

do teachers 

ask? 

Teachers 

predominantly 

ask closed

testing

questions. They 

often ask 

ineffective 

questions, such 

as leading, 

rhetorical or 

guess-what’s-in 

my-mind 

questions. 

Answers are 

mostly short 

utterances. 

Teachers ask 

closed and open 

testing

questions as well 

as focusing 

questions. They 

infrequently ask 

ineffective 

questions. 

Students’ 

answers are 

sometimes short 

utterances and 

sometimes 

sentences. 

Teachers ask a 

range of 

questions, 

including 

testing, 

focusing 

questions and 

genuine enquiry 

questions. Their 

questions 

encourage 

students to give 

answers that are 

more than short 

utterances. 

Teachers ask 

testing and 

focusing 

questions but 

predominantly 

genuine-

enquiry

questions. Their 

questions 

encourage 

students to 

discuss their 

ideas. 

Teachers use 

statements and 

ask a range of 

predominantly 

genuine-enquiry

questions that 

encourage 

students to 

exemplify, 

compare, 

conjecture and 

generalise. 

Please refer to BTS-TPA 2.0 Part C Focus Area 1.3b

Promote Learning through a Questioning and Reflective Attitude 



What are the 
functions 

of teacher questions? 



Main Functions of Teacher Questions

To assess the comprehension or 
memory of students by asking 

them to state or rehearse a 
prior-learned fact or next step in 

a procedure.

Testing

To draw students’ 
attention to 

something; to support
students to arrive at a 

particular answer.

Focusing

To glean information from 
students, encourage

them to think and learn what 
they are thinking.

Genuine Enquiry



Differences between these questions: Cikgu Irni’s LIVE update!

To assess the comprehension or 
memory of students by asking 

them to state or rehearse a 
prior-learned fact or next step in 

a procedure.

Testing
To draw students’ 

attention to 
something; to support
students to arrive at a 

particular answer.

Focusing

To glean information from 
students, encourage

them to think and learn what 
they are thinking.

Genuine Enquiry



Guiding 

Questions

Unsatisfactory

1

Satisfactory

2

Good

3

Very Good

4

Excellent

5

Teaching 

content 

dialogically: 

what 

questions 

do 

teachers 

ask?

Teachers 

predominantly 

ask closed

testing 

questions. They 

often ask 

ineffective 

questions, such 

as leading, 

rhetorical or 

guess-what’s-in 

my-mind 

questions. 

Answers are 

mostly short 

utterances. 

Teachers ask 

closed and open 

testing questions 

as well as 

focusing 

questions. They 

infrequently ask 

ineffective 

questions. 

Students’ 

answers are 

sometimes short 

utterances and 

sometimes 

sentences. 

Teachers ask a 

range of 

questions, 

including testing, 

focusing 

questions and 

genuine enquiry 

questions. Their 

questions 

encourage 

students to give 

answers that are 

more than short 

utterances. 

Teachers ask 

testing and 

focusing 

questions but 

predominantly 

genuine-enquiry 

questions. Their 

questions 

encourage 

students to 

discuss their 

ideas. 

Teachers use 

statements and 

ask a range of 

predominantly 

genuine-enquiry

questions that 

encourage 

students to 

exemplify, 

compare, 

conjecture and 

generalise.

Please refer to BTS-TPA 2.0 Part C Focus Area 1.3b

Promote Learning through a Questioning and Reflective Attitude 



GENUINE ENQUIRY QUESTIONS

Teachers should:

IrnismBDTA/Feb 2020

Ask questions that encourage students to 
think rather than merely remember facts.

Use questions that stimulate higher-order 
thinking.



CONJECTURE 
MERAMAL

GENERALISE 
MERUMUS

COMPARE  
MEMBANDINGKAN

EXPLAIN 
MENERANGKAN

EXEMPLIFY  
MEMBERI CONTOH

Encourage students to:

Genuine enquiry questions
ALWAYS CHALLENGE STUDENTS TO THINK…

IrnismBDTA/Feb 2020



CONJECTURE / MERAMAL
‘What do you think will happen next?’; 
‘Do you think that this will always happen?’; 

‘What do you infer from this?’

GENERALISE / MERUMUS
‘Is this always true, sometimes true or never true?’; 

‘What happens in general?’; 
‘What can change and yet… is still true?’

COMPARE / MEMBANDINGKAN
‘What is the same about… and…?’; 
‘In what ways are these different?’; 

‘Can you organise or sort these based on…?’

EXPLAIN / MENERANGKAN
‘Why do you think that…?’; 
‘Can you give me a reason for…?; 
‘Can you tell me what is wrong with…?’

EXEMPLIFY / MEMBERI CONTOH
‘Can you give me an example of…?’; 
‘Can you give me a counter-example?’; 
‘Are there any special cases of…?’

Encourage students to:

ALWAYS CHALLENGE STUDENTS TO THINK…

IrnismBDTA/Feb 2020



MERAMAL
‘Apa yang bakal berlaku seterusnya?’; 

‘Apakah yang kamu jangkakan berlaku, jika..’;
‘Teka apa yg dapat kamu ramal dari...?’;

MERUMUS
‘Terangkan dengan ringkas, bagaimana...? ';

‘Apakah yang berlaku / terjadi secara keseluruhan? ’;
‘Apakah formula bagi…?’;

‘Bagaimanakah kamu mentakrifkan mengenai…?’
Apakah intisari bagi ….?’ 

MEMBANDINGKAN
‘Apakah persamaan di antara … dan …?’;

‘Dari segi mana dua perkara ini berbeza?’; 
‘Sila atur mengikut ...?’;

‘Sila susun mengikut kategori/bahagian...? '

MENERANGKAN
‘Kenapa awak berfikir seperti itu?’;
‘Nyatakan alasan kepada saya sebab...’; 
‘Nyatakan apa/dimana silapnya perkara ini.’

MEMBERI CONTOH
‘Nyatakan kepada saya contoh-contoh...’; 
‘Nyatakan kepada saya contoh-balas bagi..?’; 
‘Di manakah lagi kes-kes khas yang lain, 
berlaku/terjadi ?'

BERIKAN CABARAN DAN GALAKKAN 
SERTA, ARAHKAN PENUNTUT 
BERFIKIR SECARA MENDIRI.

SOALAN BERASASKAN INKUIRI

IrnismBDTA/Feb 2020



Create questions based on 
the photo of 

Masjid Omar Ali Saifuddien
that challenge students to think

Activity

and encourage them to 
explain, exemplify, compare, 
conjecture and generalise. 



Prompt template: 

Act as an experienced primary school 
Science teacher. Discuss and create 

questions based on [Type Your Topic: 
the photo of Masjid Omar Ali 

Saifuddien in Brunei] that challenge 
students to think and encourage them 

to explain, exemplify, compare, 
conjecture and generalise. 

Activity by Using any AI apps
Genuine enquiry questions

ALWAYS CHALLENGE 
STUDENTS TO THINK…





01

AVOID questions that discourage students to think…

Avoid asking rhetorical and 
guess-what’s-in my-mind 

questions.

Avoid asking Leading questions 

Avoid asking ineffective 
questions

Avoid asking closed testing 
questions. 

Avoid guiding students to the 
answer 

Avoid telling students 
significant pieces of 
information

Avoid giving major clues 
to the answer

Avoid asking questions with 
short utterances’ answers

02

03

04

05

06

07

08



02/03/2025 J. Knapp 6/06 39

Plenary

Question Sorting Challenge

•Trainer provides participants with a 
mixed set of question examples.

•Sort questions into Testing, Focusing, 
and Genuine Enquiry categories.



02/03/2025 J. Knapp 6/06 40

• Testing Questions

(Recall-based, checking prior 

knowledge)

• Focusing Questions

(Guiding students toward key concepts)

• Genuine Enquiry Questions

(Encouraging deeper thinking,

personal reflection and reasoning)



02/03/2025 J. Knapp 6/06 41



Toolbox Evaluation Form

or simply browse 
https://bit.ly/bespoke2024_evaluation



Surah Al Asr


